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Bruening Named 83rd Cadet Corps C. 0. 
Armstrong Gets Gordon Prize 
At Commencement Ceremonies 

Cadet Col. Jimmy Lee Allen Armstrong, Cadet Battalion com­
mander, was awarded the Gordon Prize during Commencement 
activities, May 24, at St. John's Military School. 

The Gordon Prize, given by 
John J. Vanier of Salina, has 
not been awarded since 1966. It 
is given to the Senior Cadet 
who combines the highest quali­
ties of leadership and excellence 
in athletics, academics and mili­
tary. 

Armstrong has been awarded 
a four-year Army ROTC schol­
arship and will attend The Cita­
del. 

A crowd estimated at 1200 
guests and Cadets attended the 
outdoor ceremonies as 25 sen­
iors received diplomas. 

Col. Keith G. Duckers, Super­
intendent, announced that St. 
John's had been designated an 
honor school for the 1969-70 
School year as a result of the 
annual inspection of the junior 
Reserve Officers Training Corps 
detachment in ApriL 

The Hardy Sabre, symbol of 
command, was passed from the 
82nd Battalion Commander, 
Armstrong, to Dwight Joseph 
Bruening, Liberty, Mo., who 
was named commander for the 
83rd Corps of Cadets. Bruening 
was also named commander of 
the Crack Drill Squad during 
the squad's final drill Saturday 
night at Memorial Hall. Dennis 
Purinton was named command­
er of the Color Guard. 

Colonel Duckers told the Ca­
dets to look to the past accomp­
lishments of their parents and 
grandparents. He charged them 
to do as well and many prob­
lems of the world would be 
solved. (Editor's Note: The com­
plete text of Colonel Duckers 
address will be found on page 
two;) 

Colonel Duckers and the Rt. 
Rev. William Davidson, presi­
denj ex-0ffieio of the St. John's 
board of Trustees, presented 
diplomas during the exercises 
on Perkins Feld. 

Receiving tp.e review Sunday 
was Col. D. D. Bridenbaugh, di­
vision commanding officer of 
the First Infantry Division ar­
tillery, Ft. ];liley. 

Col. Bridenbaugh: also pre­
sented M/ Sgt. Frank Hazzard, 
Salina, instructor in the ROTC 
instructional group, the Purple 
Heart and the Army 0ommen­
dation medal with "V" device 
for heroism in the Republic of 
Vietnam, May 12, 1969. 

Speaker for the Baccalaure­
ate service at Salina High 
School auditorium was the Ven. 
M. Lewis Marsh jr., Archdeacon 
of the Diocese of Colorado. 

Fr. Marsh told those attendng 
that everything in life is a gift 
from God and these gifts can 

HC" Company Wins 
Honor Unit Award 

The Honor Company award for the 1969-70 School year was 
presented to "C" Company during Military Field Day activities, 
Saturday, May 23. Capt. Bill Griffith was the company commander. 

The award was based on aca­
demic achievement, military ex­
cellence, good conduct and ath­
letic leadership. "C" Company 
also captured the best drill 
company award during competi­
tion that afternoon. 

The company is made up of 
seventh, eighth and ninth grade 
Cadets living in Mize Hall. They 
have won the award five years. 

The first sergeant of the com­
pany was Jim Croke. Platoon 
leaders were Ken Miller, Kent 
Mosher and Andy Anderson. 
The platoon ser:geants were 
Stephen Marsh, Ken Harper 
and Kevin Boundy. Squad lead­
ers were Drew Demshki, Don 
Eddie, Kren Bosse, Mark Thom­
as, Mark Harper, Tom Fiske, 

Bart Day, Dale Grace and Mike 
Dunn. 

First Platoon of "B" Company 
won the platoon drill_competi­
tion. Phil Smith was the leader 
and Bob Lewis, t~e platoon 
sergeant. 

Ray Garvey won the individ­
ual Manual-of-Arms "drill down" 
for the Upper School and Kren 
Bosse won the award in the 
Lower School. 

The judges were instructors 
from the Fifth U. S. Army 
Academy at Ft. Riley. Planning 
the activities were Maj. James 
H. Hamilton jr., SA!; M/Sgt. 
Frank B. Hazzard, Senior enlist­
ed Army instructor; F /Sgt. Rob­
ert M. Herndon, enlisted in­
structor, and Lt. Col. Paul H. 
Kellogg, Commandant. 

be used either to destroy or to 
enhance • our world. 

He said, "Those who have 
studied the practical have un­
derstanding, those who haven't 
are bewildered. You are a stew­
ard of God's gifts. To do our 
own 'thing' requires responsibil­
ity. Through responsibility we 
have freedom." 

He ended with the inscription 
in the Ford Foundation building 
in New York City, "The WlJrld 
we not live in is the world we 
must transform: we cannot de­
stroy it. We must live with it 
until we can have it better; and 
practical ideals are our orily 
hope of making it better." 

The officiant at the ceremony 
was Bishop Davidson, Bishop of 
the Missionary District of West­
ern Kansas .. 

Robert Hiltz jr. was the cruc­
ifer. Acolytes were Scott Kirk­
land and Richard Renwick. 

The offertory solo was sung 
by Cad.et Warren A. Smart II, 
accompanied by Mrs. Robert 
Vishneske, music teacher. 

The bugler for the Presenta­
tion of Colors was John Vnuk. 
Color Bearers were David Car­
lock, Mark Stigall, Dan Peck 
and Stephen Cussen. 

Raymond R. Shideler, a mem­
ber of the SJMS faculty from 
1919-1930, was the organist. 

The lessons were read by 
Capt. Leo Ayers, Director of 
Admissions. 

THE HARDY SABRE, symbol of command, was passed from 
the Cadet commander of the 82nd Corps to the Cadet who will 
run the 83rd Corps. Dwight J. Bruening, Liberty, Mo. (left) re­
ceives the Sabre from Jimmy Lee Armstrong, Wichita, the ret'iring 
commander. 

THE LONG NAVY BLUE LINE formed 
the processional corridor for the 25 graduating 
seniors on Commenoement afternoon, Sunday; 

May 24. Leading the procession was the Cadet 
Color Guard, 
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"You Can Build On Your 
Ancestors' Achievements" 

... Says Superintendent 
(Editor's Note: The following is the Charge to the Graduates 

by Col. Keith G. Duckers, Superintendent, during Commencement 
exercises.) 

This ceremony marks the completion of an important phase 
of your life. It is an occasion in which all who know you can share 
in your sense of pride and accomplishment. But I am not going 
to tell that older generation how bright you are. Nor am I going to 
say we have made a mess of things and you-the younger ones­
are the hope of mankind. I would like to reverse that process. For 
if you of the graduating class will look into tlie .bleachers to your 
your left or right, I will reaintroduce you to representatives of 
some of the most remarkable people to ever walk the earth. People 
you might want to thank on this graduation day. These are people 
you already know-your parents and grandparents. And, if you 
will bear with me for five minutes, I think you will agree. that a 
remarkable people they are indeed. Let me tell you about them. 

Not long ago an educator from Northwestern University by 
.the name of Bergen Evans, a· radio performer known to your par­
ents, got together some facts about these two generations-I would 
like to share some of these facts with you. 

These-your parents and grandparents-are the people who 
within just five decades-1920-1970-have by their work increased 
your life expectancy by approximately 60 per cent-who, while 
cutting the working day by a third, have more than doubled per 
capita output. 

These are the people who have given you a healthier world 
than they found. And because of this, you no longer have to fear 
epidemics of flu, typhus, diptheria, smallpox, scarlet fever, measles 
or mumps that they knew in their youth. And the dreaded polio 
is no longer a medical factor, while TB is almost unheard of. 

Let me remind you that these remarkable people lived 
through history's greatest depression. Many of these people know 
what it is to be hungry and cold. And because of this, they determ­
ined that it would not happen to you, that you would have a better 
life, you would have food to eat, milk to drink, vitamins to nour­
ish you, a warm home, better schools, and greater opportunities 
to succeed than they .had. 

Because they gave you the best, you are the talltst, health­
iest, brightest and probably best looking generation to inhabit the 
land. 

And because they were materialistic, you will work fewer 
hours, learn more, have more leisure time, travel to more distant 
places and have more of a chance to follow your life's ambition. 

These are also the people who fought man's grisliest war. 
They are the people who defeated the tyranny of Hitler, and who 
when it was over, had the compassion to spend billions of dollars 
to help their former enemies rebuild their homelands. And these 
are the people who had the sense to begin the Unit;_ed Nations. 

It was representatives of these two generations, who through 
the highest court of the land, fought racial discrimination at every 
turn to begin a new era in civil rights. They built thousands of 
high schools, trained and hired tens of thousands of better teach­
ers, apd at the same time made higher education a very real possi­
bility for millions of youngsters-where once it was only the dream 
of a wealthy few. 

And they made a start-although a late one-in healing the 
scars of the earth and in. fighting pollution and the destruction of 
our natural environment. They set into motion new laws giving 
conservation new meaning, and setting aside land for you and 
your children to enjoy for generations to come. 

They also hold the dubious record for paying taxes-although 
you will probably exceed them in this. 

While they have dQne all these things, they have had some 
failures. They have not yet found an alternative for war, nor for 
·racial hatred. Perhaps you, the members of this graduating class, 
will perfect the social mechanisms, by wpiich all men may follow 
their ambitions without the threat of force-so that the earth will 
no longer need police to enforce the laws, nor armies to prevent 
some men from trespassing against others. But they-those gen­
erations-made more progress by the sweat of their brows than 
any previous era, and don't you forget it. And, if your generation 
can make as. much progress in as many areas as these two genera­
tions have, you should be able to solve the great part of the 
world's remaining ills. 

It is my hope, that you will find the answers to many of these 
problems that plague mankind. But it won't be easy. And you 
won't do it by negative thoughts, nor by tearing {!own or belittling. 
You may and can do it by hard work, humility, hope and faith in 
mankind. Try it! 

GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK TO ALL OF YOU. 

LOWS DRUG STORE 
109 N. Santa Fe 

TA 5-4656 

Welcome Parents and Friends 
Of St. John's Cadets, 

Stay at the Hilton Inn, 
5th & Iron in Downtown Salina 
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No! 
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Planlers Slale Bank 

•. ,1. ... 

128 N. Santa Fe 
TA 3-9501 
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Pyle Heads 
Final Roll 

Evan Pyle headed the Upper 
School's honor roll for the 
eighth grading period. Others 
named to the list with grade av­
erages above 90 were Stephen 
Marsh, Andrew Anderson, Brian 
Adams, Robert Thomas, Patrick 
Blossom, Randy Greer, David 
Dorais, Loran Green, Kenneth 
Harper, Kenneth Miller, Ray­
mond Garvey, Thomas Harper, 
Gaylen Piercy, Gerald Tincani, 
Jack Cairns, Dale Grace, Rob­
ert Loughrey, David Swanda, 
John Cowger, Michael Hawkes­
worth, Joseph Claussen and 
Frank Swank. 

Receiving honorable mention 
were Jimmy Lee Armstrong, 
Bradley Davis, Jay Heese, Eu­
gene Strickland, M i c h a e 1 
Blanck, Bill Griffith, Billy Har­
rington, Charles Dawson, Rich­
ard Watkins, William Gresham, 
Andrew Davis, Dwight Bruen­
ing, Donald Eddie, Richard 
Thompson, Frank Hazzard, Kent 
Tretheway, Joel Avery, Eric 
Niepman, Thomas Wahl, James 
Pflumm, Craig Cobrun, Thomas 
Fiske, Jonathan Cropas, Kirk 
Hiatt, Randall Pierce, William 
Brassette and Charles Winburn. 

M. Thomas Leads 
Lower School List 

Mark Thomas headed the 
Lower School honor list for the 
eighth grading period. Others 
named to the list were Stuart 
Zager, Geoff Morris, John 
Lundgren, Richard Renwick1 

Robert Hiltz. 
Receiving honorable mention 

were Douglass Putney, James 
Rucker, • Glen Lundgren, Eric 
Hargrove and Mark Harper. 
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A-SMILE A-MINUTE 
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The Closest Motel to 
St. John's 

KUHN & COX 
PRINTING CO. 

110 W. Walnut 
-DIAL TA 3-2821-

ROLAND A. OOX 

A & $ CAFE 
151 N. Santa Fe 

Open 24 hours for your eating 
enjoyment 

Buffet every noon 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Thurs. evenings 5-8:30 p.m. 

And All Day Sunday 
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President Nixon Sent 
Congratulations to Seniors 
TO THE 1970 GRADUATING CLASS 
SAINT JOHN'S MILITARY SCHOOL 

It is traditional on commencement day to congratulate the 
senior class and to adress all of the graduates in terms of what 
the future holds for them. I am breaking that tradition, and in­
stead of congratulating and addressing the class· as a whole, I 
would prefer to direct my thoughts to each of you individually, 
through this letter; If I had the opportunity to greet each of you 
individually, this is what I would say: 

Congratulations-o.r;i being who you are, a unique human be­
ing capable of making a special contribution to our nation and the 
world. Congratulations on being fortunate enough to have parents 
and teachers and administrators who care deeply about you. 

I don't . have to tell you what· the future holds for you. You 
know that life has responsibilities as well as rewards, failures as 
well as successes, tragedies as well as joys. You know that our 
nation offers splendid opportunity-and faces grave problems. 

On your commencement day, then, the important question 
is what you hold for the future. I am confident that your special 
and irreplaceable qualities of mind and heart and spirit will con~ 
tribute to the building of a strong free and just nation and a peace• 
ful world. As you go forward you take with you my best wishes 
and highest hopes. • 

Signed: 
Ric:hrard Nixon, 
President of the 
United States of America 

Major Awards Given 
At 2nd Conoocation 

Major awards were presented at the Second Awards Convo­
cation at 7 p. m., May 22. 

Mike Blanck received the "I Dare You" award given by the 
Danforth Foundation. 

Kenneth Mmer • received the 
Rotary medal for the longest 
service to the School among the 
graduating seniors. Miller was 
a student for five and a half 
years. 

Receiving the· SJMS Founda­
tion awards were Mark Thomas, 
Lower School; Steve Marsh, 
freshman; Tom Wahl, sopho­
more; Frank Hazzard jr., jun­
ior, and Loran Green, senior. 

Andrew Anderson received 
the Hardy Rifleman award. 

Earning the Shank prizes for 
leading their classes in the Up­
per School were Marsh, grade 

PETTLE'S FLOWERS 
TA 5-5503 341 Cen_ter St. 

Petal fresh from 
Pettle's flowers 

Guitars & Amplifiers-
All prlces 

Sheet music-All Musical 
Accessories 

"Everything Musical" 
217 S. Santa Fe 

TA 7-5577 

DESIGNS 
By Cunningham 

FLOWERS of DISTINCTION 
528 Kenwood Drive 

nine; Evan Pyle, grade ten; Ray 
Ga·rvey, grade eleven, and Tom 
Harper, grade twelve. 

Billy Harrington received the 
Activity Leadership medal. 

Garvey also received the Ath­
letic Scholarship medal. M. 
Thomas earned the Lower 
School's Athletic Scholarship 
medal. 

Geof Morris and M. Thomas 
recevied the Lower School's 
Shank prizes for heading the 
seventh and eighth grades, re­
spectively. 

M. Thomas received the Low­
er School medal; Dan Peck, the 
Lower School Effort medal and 
Jim Rucker the Lower School 
Progress medal. 

Gaylen Piercy received the 
Ninninger award, given by the 
Salina Kiwanis Club. 

Earning the first Golden 
Eagle Awards were Brian Ad­
ams, junior, and Randy Pierce, 
senior. 

Frank Hazzard jr., and Randy 
Greer tied for the Rose medal. 

The Sage Memorial medal was 
presented Joel Avery and the 
Wilson Loyalty medal to Har­
rington. 

Lt. Col. Paul H. Kellogg, Com­
mandant, was the master of cer­
emonies. The Pledge of Alleg­
iance was led by Lt. Col. R. L. 
Guernsey. 

The National Bank of America 
SALINA, KANSAS 

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

-THE SKIRMISHER-
Published monthly during the school year by St. John's 

Military School and its Cadets under the financial and legal 
sponsorship of St. John's School, a non-profit corporation. Sub­
scription rates are $3.00 per year payable in advance. 
Staff Supervisors ........................ Mrs. Keith G. Duckers 

• • Ll Robert Stevena 
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RECEIVING THE COMMAND OF THE CRACK SQUAD dur­
ing the Senior Ball was Dwight Bruening (left). Attaching the 
white cord representing the commander was the re,tiring command­
er, Billy Harrington (right). 

Academic, Military Awards 
Given At First Convocation 

At the first Awards Convocation Thursday, May 21 , Athletic, 
Military, Activity and Academic awards were presented in the 
School Gym. Maj. Lawrence Dwyer, Director of Studies, was the 
Master of Ceremonies. 

Gaylen Piercy received both 
the Tinsley C. Fry Athletic 
medal and the S-Club trophy. 
Kevin Boundy earned the Lower 
School Athletic medal. 

Receiving military awards 
were John Vnuk, Bugler's 
Award; Tom Wahl, Best Bands­
man; Frank Hazzard, Cheney 
Marksmanship m~dal; Jim Shof­
fner, Upper School Marksman­
ship medal; Brandon Bowers, 
Lower School Marksmanship 
medal; Jim Pflurnm, R. 0 . A. 
Award; Mark Thomas, Lower 
School Citizenship medal; Vnuk, 
V. F. W. Citizenship medal; Jim­
my Armstrong, D. A. R. Medal; 
and Billy Harrington, S. A. R. 
medal. 

Earning the ROTC Superior 
Cadet Decorations were Steven 
Marsh, Kent Mosher and Brian 
Adams. Receiving ROTC Super­
ior Military School decorations 
were Jack Cairns and Arm­
strong. 

Earning Chaplains Service 
Awards were Joe Davis, Henry 
Freeland, David Gill, Bob Hiltz, 
Scott Kirkland and Richard 
Renwick. 

Receiving faculty m e r it 
awards were Paul Turner, Gene 
Strickland, Fred Rogge, Ken 
Miller, Mike Lonchar, Ken 
Harper, Joe Davis, Ronnie 
Kuehn, Frank Hazzard jr., Rick 
Thompson, Warren Smart, Mike 
Blanck, Sandy Ghilino, T. Harp­
er, Harold Hertlein, Bart Hoff­
man, Robert Thomas, Richard 
Watkins, Leslie Kent, John 

Vnuk, Tom Wahl, Dale Grace, 
David Swanda, and Andy Davis. 

Earning three course schol­
arship awards were Armstrong 
and T. Harper. 

Those earning two course 
scholarship awards were Brian 
Adams, Andy Anderson, Ray 
Garvey, Loran Green, Randy 
Greer, Bill Griffith, Evan Pyle, 
David Swanda and Bob Thomas. 

Those earning course schol­
arshp awards in one course of 
study were Bill Gresham, Frank 
Hazzard, Robert Loughrey, Gay­
len Piercy, Jim Renalde, Tom 
Wahl, Jack Cairns, Joe Claus-
een, David Dorais, Kirk Hiatt, 
Steve Marsh, Jim Pflurnm, 
Mark Stigall and George Ward. 

Departmental awards in the 
Lower School went to John 
Lundgren, Geoff Morris and 
Stuart Zager in the seventh 
grade. Each boy earned two 
awards. Mark Thomas earned 
all five of the eighth grade de-
partmental citations. 

Winning the Ferris Awards 
were Richard Watkins, George 
Ward and Kent Mosher. 

Armstrong won both the 
Bausch and Lomb Science 
Award and the National Honor 
Society Trophy. 

Certificates of Educational 
Development were awarded 
Bruce Hargrove, Stuart Zager, 
Robert Hiltz, Richard Renwick, 
James Rucker, Tim Burke, Joe 
Claussen, Davis Dorais,-Andrew 
Anderson, and Paul Harn. 

The SKIRMISHER 

Who Was Mr. Gordon? 
The top award given at St. John's S~hool is the Gordon 

Prize. It is given only in years when there is a Cadet best combin­
ing the qualities of school spirit and excellence in academics and 
athletics. 

The winner's name is inscribed on a stone tablet in Vail Hall. 
But-who is the Mr. Gordon in wh:ose memory this award 

is made? 

The award was established in 
1906 but in the lists of Bishops, 
Trustees, "old boys" and faculty 
members there is no one listed 
by the name of Gordon. 

Many awards are given by in­
dividuals or_ in memory of 
people. Each award is given for 
a specific, achievement and this 
is an explanation of what some 
of the major awards mean. 

The Sage Memorial medal, 
given in memory of a former 
Bishop, goes to the senior who 
has shown the greatest develop­
ment in the school year. 

The Effort medal is awarded 
the Upper School Cadet who 
has made the greateiit effort. 

The Cadet rendering the 
greatest service in the promo­
tion of ~thletics receives the 
Fry Athletic medal. 

The Rose medal goes to the 
Upper School new boy making 
the most satisfactory record dur­
ing the school year. 

A Cadet who by distinct lead­
ership has promoted inte11est in 
some activity or organization at 
the school receives the Activity 
Leadership medal. 

The V. F. W. Citizenship med­
al is: presented to the non-com­
missioned officer most outstand, 
ing in citizenship, based on the 
fewest number ,of demerits. 

The First National Bank 
And Trust Company 

Rings, Watches, Jewelry 

Come in and see us 
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MARS REST AU RANT 
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For the finest Italian and 
American food 

244 S. Santa Fe 
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111 Rooms, Swimming Pool, 
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(Children under 12 Free) 

South U. S. 81 at Armory Road 
TA 7-S533 

Compliments of 
SELECT 

JO - MAR 
DAIRY PRODUCTS 

Salina, Kansas 

The Rotary medal is present­
ed to the senior who has been 
a student at St. John's for the 
longest period of time. 

The Ninninger award, given 
by the Salina Kiwanis Club in 
memory of Sandy Ninninger, is 
presented to the Cadet wh:o 
makes the most of his God-giv­
en abilities. 

The American Legion medal 
is presented to the commission­
ed officer with the highest aca­
demic standing for the year. 

The Ferris awards, given by 
Walton Fenjs of Lincoln, Neb., 
are for excellence in the indust­
rial arts program. 

The Hardy Rifleman medal, 
given in memory of Lt. Col. A. 
Y. Hardy, a member of the mili­
tary department and Rifle team 
coach, is awarded to the Rifle 
team member with the highest 
academic standing for the year. 

The S. A. R. medal is given 
to the commissioned officer for 
leadership, soldierly bearing and 
excellence. 

The "I Dare You A ward" is 
given by the Danforth Founda­
tion to the senior Cadet who 
has shown the greatest develop­
ment physically, mentally, soc­
ially and religiously. 

Electric Contractors 

MEHR.ILL ELECTRIC 
311-A S. Santa Fe 

TA 3-68S1 

LINCK DRUG COMPANY 
The Rexall Store 

104 S. Santa Fe TA 3-3741 

Kancen Printing Co., 
Inc. 
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141S W. Crawford 

NORRIS FURNITURE 
Furniture & Carpeting 
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Modern Furniture Store" 

TA 3-3971 1930 S. 9th 

McCUNE 
Paper Company, Inc. 

2S4 North Santa Fe 
Salina, Kansas 

CONTINENT AL 
TRAIL WAYS 
BUS SYSTEM 

200 N. Santa Fe TA 3-2201 
Always Going Your Way 

PETER PAN CLEANERS 
212 West Pacific 

TA 3-3831 
Call TA 7-5S13 

SALINA 
COFFEE HOUSE, Inc. 
C. Dale Lyon, President 

Phone TAylor 3-6395 
Restaurant School Lunch 

Room and Hotel 
Fixtures, Equipment & 

Supplies 
113-115 North Seventh Street 

Salina, Kansas 
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Promotions 
The following promotions 

were made by special orders 
since the May issue of "The 
Skirmisher". 

Promoted to: 
FIRST UEUTENANT-Jim 

Pflumm. 
SECOND LIEUTENANT-

Andy Davis, John B. Stuart, 
Robert Toombs, Gerald Tincani, 
Tom Harper, Doug Hill. 

FIRST SERGEANT-Ji rn 
Croke, Mike Hawkesworth, Brad 
Davis, C. B. Jones. 

PLATOON SERGEANT-
Greg Sampson, Ken Harper, 
Gene Strickland (band), Bill 
Brassette. 

STAFF SERGEANT-Douglas 
Calvert, Robert Killebrew, Dav­
id Hancock, John Cowger, Steve 
Cussen, Frank Swank, Larry 
Millican. 

MASTER SERGEANT-
George Ward, David King, Tim 
Butterfield. 

SERGEANT-Richard Ren­
wick, Mark Stigall, Jim Nach­
man, Charles Burrell, Steve Mc­
Kee, Karl Swoyer. 

CORPORAL-Aaron Claary 
(band), Danny Miehl (band), Tim 
Fade (band), Robin Burchett, 
Clay Beckham, Scott Teschke, 
Joe Claussen, Peter Tarnawsky, 
Tom Agnew, Ronnie Kuehn, 
Barry Evans, Danny Warhurst, 
Scott Kirkland, Jay Heese, Bart 
Hoffman, David Carlock. 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS­
Paul Schmeck (];)and), Tim 
Burke, John Cooper (band), 
Robert Loughrey (band), Peter 
Walker (band), Kirk Hiatt, Ken 
Nix. 

BETTY'S FRIED CHICKEN 
and 

CAVALIER CLUB, INC. 
12th and Broadway 

"Ask any Cadet the directions" 

ST ARLITE MOTEL 
South from the School to first 
stop sign, turn left on Pacific 

one and one-half blocks. 
Make reservations for visiting 

your Cadet 
211 East Pacific 

TA 5-S439 

For The Best In 
Movie Entertainment 

F-0-X 
THEATRES 
Salina, Kansas 

For the lowest prices in town 
shop us 

Appliances . . . . Groceries 

AIRLINER MOTEL 
6 Blocks from St. John's on 

us 81 
Member Best Western & AAA 

For Reservations Write: 
781 North Broadway 
Salina, Kansas 67401 

or call TA 7.55116 

CANARY MOTEL 
809 N. Broadway 

Electric Heat - Color TV 
5 blocks south of School 

For Reservations call: 
TA 7-4477 

SALINA CONCRETE 
PRODUCTS, Inc. 

Manufacturers and Distributors 
of Permanent 

BUILDING MATERIALS 
Ready Mixed Concrete 

Maydite Concrete Bldg. Blocks 
Salina Silos 

TA 7-7281 



LT. COL. R. L. GUERNSEY MRS. ALICE CLYMER ... 
... "a high level of discipline". "make more educational and so­

cial contacts". 

The SKIRMISHER 

LT. JACK GARDNER ... "I LT. PAUL SOMMERS ... 
can teach people, not pro- "better supervision of study 
grams". habits". 

The Individual, Small Classes Are 
Private School Advantages 

Teaching people not programs, the flexibility of the program, 
the small classes, and individual attention are all attractions of 
teaching in a private school according to a panel of four St. 
John's Military School teachers. 

Included in the panel were 
two first-year teachers at 
SJMS, the instructor with the 
longest service and one, a 
woman, with median tenure. 

A teacher for ten years, Jack 
Gardner has just finished his 
first year at St. John's. He has 
a bachelor's degree in math and 
general science from Ft. Hays 
State College and a Master's 
degree in natural science from 
New Mexico Highlands U. He 
is interested in all sports par­
ticularly basketball and base­
ball and was the assistant 
wrestling coach. He also likes 
to hunt and fish. He is married 
and his wife, Jola, is a speech 
therapist in the Salina School 
system. They have two sons, 
Dan and Dean. 

Known for the time he will 
spend with Cadets and his "dry 
wit" is another first year man 
Paul Sommers, the Guidance 
Counselor. He taught six years 
at Sterling, Kans., High School 
before coming to St. John's. He 
has a B. S. degree in speech 
and psychology and a M. S. in 
educatfonal counseling. His hob­
bies include woodworking, sing­
ing and playing the guitar. He 
and his wife, Ann, also a talent­
ed musician, are the parents of 
two sons, David and Steven. 

Mrs. John (Alice) Clymer has 
a B. S. degree in natural 
sciences from the University of 
Nebraska. She has nine years of 
teaching experience with four 
and a half of those years in the 
St. John's Lower School. Her 
interests are sports, her three 
children, playing bridge and 
traveling. 

Russell L. Guernsey has been 
at St. John's so many years he's 
not sure whether it s 23 or 24. 
He holds the title of Command­
ant-F.meritus having been Com­
mandai.t at St. John's for 13 
years. Now chairman of the 
Science Departn:ient, he has a 
B. S. degree from the University 
of California and earned his M. 
S. degree in biology from Kan­
sas State Teachers College, Em­
poria. His hobbies are athletics, 
duplicate bridge and fishing. He 
assisted the basketball program 
this year as "B" team coach. 

The following is their con­
conversation about "what it's 
like to teach in a private 
school." 

Lt. Sommer$-"The major ad­
vantage is the small class which 

encourages individual attention 
for the student. 

Lt. Col. Guernsey-"Every 
Tuesday and Wednesday at 
3:30 p. m., the teachers are in 
the classroom to help the stu­
dent or to call for them if they 
n eed additional help. 

Lt. Gardner-"In this situa­
tion there is a better chance to 
reall:I{ know the students." 

Lt. Sommers-"I'm impressed 
by the educational quality of 
the teachers here. This certain­
ly isn't true of all schools. The 
teachers have acquired many 
extra hours of study in their 
particular subject areas. St. 
John's has no first year teach­
ers. Too often the student loses 
for a few years until a new 
teacher gains experience." 

Mrs. Clymer-"The percent­
age of teachers holding master's 
degrees at St. John's is very 
high". 

Lt. Col. Guernsey-"There is 
certainly a high level of discip­
line in a private school as com­
pared to a public high school." 

Mrs. Clymer-"And the dis­
cipline is consistent. It doesn't 
change from one day to the 
next. The student knows what to 
expect". 

Lt. Sommers-"The vehicle 
which handles the discipline is 
of course the military depart­
ment. Having a student 24 hours 
each day makes for better sup­
ervision of study habits. Cadets 
give up girls, cars, lovely homes 
for academics when they come 
here which will prove more val­
uable to their development in 
the long run." 

Mrs. Clymer-"A student 
whose parents move frequently 
can continue with continuity no 
matter how many times the fam­
ily is transferred." 

Lt. Col. Guernsey-"When 
students wear a uniform, they 
are all treated as equals. We 
have some parents who are 
scratching the bottom of the 
barrel to send their son here 
and then we have parents who 
are wealthy enough to buy the 
school. But we, the teachers, 
don't know the difference and 
aren't concerned." 

Lt. Sommers-"Because of the 
smallness, we are more flexible. 
We can work students into read­
ing programs, vocational -tech­
nical schools and "Y" athletic 
events." 

Mrs. Clymer-"Educational 
and social contacts are made be­
cause our student body comes 
from many states and countries 
with a variety of backgrounds 
and experiences." 

Lt._ Col. Guernse,y- "Parents 
are better informed because 
grades are sent home every four 
weeks. In the public schools, a 
parent learns about his chld 
about three times a year arid 
often it may be too late to sal­
vage the year. Classroom prepa­
ration is helped by required 
study hall five nights a week." 

Mrs. Clymer-"A boy is re­
warded for improvement in his 
academic work by special priv­
ileges. It helps a boy to learn 
responsibility and to mature." 

Lt. Gardner-"! think most 
Cadets, even if they dislike cer­
tain aspects of the program, 
will admit the program helps." 

Lt Sommers-"The important 
thing is to find some way every 
Cadet can be an achiever." 

Lt. Gardner-"And here there 
is a chance for every boy to 
participate. In schools in small 
"Ommunities sports are the most 
,mportant thing in the hign 
school, here the program is kept 
in its proper role . . The thing I 
have enjoyed about St. John's 
is that I've been able to start 
teaching people and not just 
'programs'. Every Cadet can find 
some person or teacher with 
whom he can relate." 

Lt Sommers-"! think schools 
such as this instill some patrio­
tism." 

Lt. Col. Guernsey-"! think 
we should point out that we 
aren't training soldiers. Military 
Science is offered as an academ­
ic course. The military is the 
vehicle for discipline. We're not 
pro-war just because we have 
ROTC." 

The following answers were 
given in response to the ques­
tion: "ls this younger genera­
tion different"? 

Lt. Col. Guernsey-" They 
have more freedom than several 
years ago." 

Mrs. Clymer-"They aren't 
afraid to question our stand­
ards. They certainly have trav­
elled more." 

Lt. Gardner-"They may not 
be more rebellious but they cer­
tainly are more outspoken about 
the way they feel." 

Lt. Col: Guernsey-"They 
may be better informed due to 
improved communication- but 
that may not mean they have all 
the correct answers." 

Letters Awarded 
Young Cadets 

School letters for participa­
tion in Lower School track have 
been awarded according to Lt. 
Gary 0. Tucker, Athletic Direct­
or. 

Seventh graders earning let­
ters were Glen Lundgren, Geoff 
Morris, Douglass Putney, Stuart 
Zager, Brad Sidles and Gary 
Bockhorst. 

Eighth graders earning letters 
were Tim Fade, Steve Watson, 
Charles Jarus, Danny Warhurst, 
Mark Thomas, Tom Jacobs, Kev­
in Boundy, Mike Dunn, Dan 
Peck, Rick Butler, Brandon 
Bowers and Barry Evans. 

The managers were Rod Gab­
riel, Mark Gunson and Walter 
Webb. 

Three More "Old Boys" 
Three more Cadets were add­

ed to the ranks of the "old 
boys" · shortly before Commence­
ment. They are Gary Fisk, Mike 
Wait, and Mark Spiess. All were 
promoted to Jhe rank of private 
first class. 

Golf LeHers Awarded 
Golf letters have been award­

ed according to Lt. Gary 0. 
Tucker, Athletic Director. 

Earning A-team letters were 
Curt Jones, Bob Killebrew and 
Robert Thomas. B-team awards 
went to Ray Garvey, Jim Nach­
man, Steve Campbell and Steve 
Marsh. 

KREWSON MAKES 
"OLD BOY" 

Donald Krewson has qualified 
as an "old boy" and was promot­
ed to the rank of private first 
class. 

ONE MORE "OLD BOY" 
Stuart Stein qualified as an 

"old boy" and was promoted to 
the rank of private first class 
just before the end of the 
school year. 

SMITTY'S FLOWERS 
Bennington 

Flowers for all occasions 
488-2254 

Delivery to SJMS Campus 

LEIGHTON FLORAL 
COMPANY 

Member of Florists' 
Telegraph Delivery 

Phone TA 3-2951 
405 East Iron Ave. 

JUNE 19, 1970 

Good Conduct 
Ribbons Gioen 

Good Conduct ribbons for the 
1969-70 School year were award­
ed by special order May 22. 

Jimmy Lee Armstrong and 
Marc Cartier received the award 
for the fifth consecutive year. 

Receiv~g the award for the 
fourth year were Roby Ander­
son, Kent Mosher, and Gaylen 
Piercy. 

The ribbons for three years 
of good conduct went to Mike 
Blanck, Bill Griffith', Tim Jack­
son, Sigthor Petursson, Fred 
Rogge and Phil Smith. 

Earning the ribbons for the 
second year were Joel Avery, 
Kren Bosse, Kevin Boundy, 
Dwight Bruening, Bart Day, 
Henry Freeland, Dale Grace, 
Mark and Kenneth Harper, 
Charles Jarus, Arthur Leach, 
Steve Marsh, Lance Miller, 
David Nordling, Randy Pierce, 
Mark Thomas, Robert Thomas, 
Robert Toombs, Ron Tucker 
and George Ward. 

'Earning the award for the 
first year were Brian Adams, 
Tom Agnew, Steven Barnes, 
Clay Beckham, Pat Blossom, 
Gary Bockhorst, Tom Borne­
meier, Bart Bowling, Jack 
Cairns, Doug Calvert, Gary 
Casey, Steve Cussen, Brad Dav­
is, Drew Demshki, Ken Dunn, 
Barry Evans, Tom Fiske, David 
Gill, Mike, Hanmer, Bruce and 
Eric Hargrove, Tom Harper, 
Billy Harrington, Mike Hawkes­
worth, Frank Hazzard jr., Joel 
Hendrix, Bob Hiltz, Scott Kirk­
land, John Korsmeyer, Russell 
Laml:irechtse, Glen Lundgren, 
Richard Martin, Danny Miehl, 
Dan Peck, Mitch Petty, Dennis 
Purinton, Douglas Putney, Jim 
tlenalde, James' Rucker, Warren 
Smart, Mark Stigall, John Vnuk, 
Tom Wahl, Danny Warhurst, 
Walter Webb, and Stuart Zager. 

604 N. 9th TA 7-7297 
Bottiers of 7-Up 

Dr. Pepper and Pepsi Cola 

ZALE'S JEWELERS 
Rings-Pins-Charms 

Zale's Jewelers 
106 S. Santa Fe 

"Everything for the Office 
but the Secretary" 

CENTRAL TYPEWRITER 
co. 

913 TA 5-4629 154 South 7th 
Salina, Kansas 67401 

MODEL 
Laundry & Dry Cleaners 

Free Daily Pick Up & Delivery 
211 S. SANTA FE TA 3-3769 


